
a) John Norton owns a rental home.  He is suing the former tenants for $3,000 in 
damages to the carpet and linoleum. 

b) Joe Johnson receives a ticket for speeding.  He says he’s not guilty and wants to 
fight it. 

c) Sue and Steve Wellington have filed papers to adopt a teenage girl. 

d) Julie Mason is suing her doctor for $5,500 for giving her the wrong medication. 

e) Stan Smith, a professional baseball player sues his team for $500,000 in overdue 
bonus payments.

f) Mary Lyons is bitten by her neighbor’s dog and is suing for $10,000 in medical 
costs and pain and suffering. 

g) Carl Oster falls and breaks his arm on the stops of City Café.  He sues for 
$3,500 medical and $1200 in lost wages. 
 
h) Linda Fisher sues Downtown Dry Cleaner’s for $375 for ruining two suits..
 
i) The State of California files a complaint against Doug Baker for stealing a car.

Worksheet-Small Claims Case?
Name_________________________________________________________________________ 

Think about the scenarios below.  Is the case one that should be heard in small claims court?  Write the name of the party to the case 
(in bold) in the correct column and explain your answer.

Small Claims Court and Why Other Court and Why


